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Paperwhite.  By Nancy Elizabeth Wallace, Houghton Mifflin Co., 2000.  Join this pair of rabbits as they learn about forcing bulbs and preparing to have spring arrive indoors.  The process of how a bulb is planted indoors and how it grows is easy to follow in this book.

A Flower Grows.  By Ken Robbins, Dial Books, 1990.  A story about how an ugly amaryllis bulb can produce a magnificent flower.  The drawings provide wonderful illustrations of nature in action.

Earth Care – World Folktales to Talk About.   By Margaret Read MacDonald, Linnet Books, 1999.  A combination of forty-one tales, fables, poems and stories with lots of ethnic diversity.  The readings help to examine how people either care for the earth or hurt the earth with their actions.

The Girl with the Green Ear – Stories About Magic in Nature.   By Margaret Mahy, Alfred A. Knopf. 1992.   More on the imaginative side this book could be read aloud to children.  It contains a collection of nine stories including one about talking plants!

Sketching Outdoors in Spring.  By Jim Arnosky, Lothrop, Lee & Shepard Books, 1987.  This book contains not only sketches of many of the spring flowers found in Wisconsin but also the story behind how the author did the sketching.   There are tips throughout the book on how to sketch different types of natural objects and plants.

Flowers.  By Gail Saunders-Smith, Pebble Books, 1998.  A book that describes the parts of flowers and how they grow with colorful, close-up photographs.

EcoArt.  By Laurie Carlson, Williamson Publishing, 1993.  Contains lots of ideas for incorporating hands-on art projects into the classroom.

Bulbs, Corms and Such.  By Millicent E. Selsam, Morrow Junior Books, 1974.  An excellent resource for teacher’s eager to learn more about flowers that grow from bulbs, corms, tubers, rhizomes and tuberous roots.  Provides basic knowledge in an easy to read format.

The King’s Flower.  By Mitsumasa Anno, Philomel Books, 1976.  A King who liked everything BIG and got whatever he wanted ordered his gardener to grow the biggest and the best flower in the world.  This proud king (and we) learn a surprising and valuable lesson.

The First Tulips in Holland.  By Phyllis Krasilovsky, Doubleday and Company, 1982.  Though tulips first appeared in the Middle East about 400 years ago it was in Holland where this flower became known, and flourished.  This is a fictionalized account but the tale woven around history and illustrated in splendid period detail helps us appreciate that even flowers have histories.

Tulips.  By Jay O’Callahan, Picture Book Studios, 1992.  -------------------------------------- A clever story of trickster Pierre who visits his Grand Ma Mere each spring.  Grand Ma Mere was known for the largest most beautiful garden in all of Paris, Pierre for his pranks.  Grand Ma Mere’s two loves come together for an unpredictable outcome!   

Flowers of a Woodland Spring.  By Carol Lerner, Morrow Junior Books, 1979.  A stroll through the woods proves that the native woodland flowers also grow from bulbs, tubers, and corms.  The illustrations make it easier to go and look for the flowers in the wild after reading the book.
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