Seed Dispersal – Classroom Teacher’s Guide

Concepts:
· Boerner Botanical Gardens is a living museum and outdoor classroom.

· Plants reproduce by developing seeds that begin the life cycle of a plant.

· Seeds have the ability to move from one place to another by a variety of methods.

· The environmental conditions and a seed’s exposure to natural forces influence its ability to survive.

Outline: The students will…

· Tour the outdoor classroom.

· Chart plants by the method of seed dispersal they utilize

· Participate in a culminating activity.

Wisconsin Model Academic Standards for Science Covered in this Program:

Life and Environmental Science

· F.4.1.  Describe how each organism meets its basic needs for water, nutrients, protection and energy in order to survive.

· F.4.3.  Illustrate the different ways that organisms grow through life stages and survive to produce new members of their type.

· F.4.4.  Using the science themes, develop explanations for the connections among living and non-living things in various environments.

· F.8.2.  Show how organisms have adapted structures to match their functions, providing means of encouraging individual and group survival within specific environments.

· F.8.7.  Understand that an organism’s behavior evolves through adaptation to its environment.

· F.8.8.  Show through investigations how organisms both depend on and contribute to the balance or imbalance of populations and/or ecosystems, which in turn contribute to the total system of life on the planet.
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