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Book List for Spring Safari

Prepared by 

The Friends of Boerner Botanical Gardens

Children’s Education Programs

Splish, Splash Spring. By Jan Carr, Holiday House, 2001.  A colorful book with a rhyming text that introduces the many joys of spring.

‘Round the Garden.  By Omri Glaser, Harry N. Adams, Inc., 1999.  Bright, simple illustrations accompany this journey of a tear as it falls to the ground and goes through the process of producing rain.  An onion grows as the result of the rain but of course, it produces more tears!

The Gardener.  By Sarah Stewart, Sunburst Book, 1997.  A Caldecott Honor Book based on a series of letters that are written when a young girl’s father looses his job.  The girl must leave the country and go to live in the city but she takes her love of gardening with her.

The Great Frog Race and Other Poems.  By Kristine O’Connell George, Clarion Books, 1997.  A fun collection of poetry that reveals the magic in ordinary things.  The illustrations make everything come to life.

Spring Thaw.  By Steven Schnur, Viking, 2000.  The mystery of spring’s arrival unfolds as the world comes to life amidst the snow covered earth.

This is the Sunflower. By Lola M. Schaefer, Green willow Books, 2000.  The giant sunflower comes from just one tiny seed.  Watch how the birds enjoy it and then how seeds are left so that new flowers can grow again the next season.

The Legend of the Bluebonnet.  By Tomie dePaula, GP Putnam, 1983.  An Indian legend of how a little girl’s sacrifice brought the bluebonnet flowers to Texas.

The Tiny Seed.  By Eric Carle, Picture Book Studio, 1987.  Follow the life cycle of a flowering plant in the tradition of Eric Carle’s illustrations.

Jack-in-the Pulpit.  By Jerome Wexler, Dutton Children’s Books, 1993.  Learn the full story of how this native woodland flower grows.  Accompanied by excellent photographs that depict its life cycle. 

The Huckabuck Family and How they Raised Popcorn in Nebraska.  By Carl Sandberg, Farrar-Straus-Giroux, 1999.  A silly story about raising popcorn and squash.

Spring Across America.  By Seymour Simen, Hyperion Books for Children, 1996.  Provides background information for educators with photos worthy of sharing in a classroom discussion on the signs of spring.

Hidden Stories in Plants.  By Anne Pellowski, Macmillan Publishing, 1990.  A valuable resource for teachers, it provides the stories behind the plants that make learning about them fun.  The creative plant activities can add a whole new dimension to discovering plant life.
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