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The Giving Tree – Classroom Teacher’s Guide

Concepts:

· Trees are very important to us in our daily lives.  We can identify a wide variety of things we use everyday that come from trees.

· Trees need soil, air, water, sunshine and a seed in order to grow.  These are the same basic needs of all plants.

· The basic parts of the tree are the roots, trunk, branches, leaves, flowers, fruit and seeds.

· The roots of the tree absorb water from the soil and hold the tree in place.

· The bark of the tree is a protective covering, and when damaged allows for disease and insects to get into the tree.

· Leaves are the food makers of the tree.

· Seeds contain a new tree that will sprout and grow if they are given the water, sun, air and soil that they need.

Outline: The students will…

· Listen to the story The Giving Tree.

· Name and discuss the variety of things that trees give us in our daily lives.

· Identify the basic needs of a tree.

· Observe pictures of trees in order to identify sameness and differences.

· Learn the parts of the tree and the function of each part using songs and movement.

· Enjoy an apple snack from a tree.
Wisconsin Model Academic Standards for Science Covered in this Program:

Life and Environmental Science

· F.4.1.  Describe how each organism meets its basic needs for water, nutrients, protection and energy in order to survive.

· F.4.2.  Investigate how organisms, especially plants, respond to both internal cues (the need for water) and external cues (changes in the environment).

· F.4.3.  Illustrate the different ways that organisms grow through life stages and survive to produce new members of their type.

Vocabulary:
· Tree needs for growth include water, sunlight, carbon dioxide, soil and seeds.

· The root – the underground part of the plant, absorbs water and minerals from the soil.  If anchors the tree and stores food.

· The trunk and branches of the tree move water and food to other parts of the tree.

· Bark is the protective covering on the tree.

· The leaves make the food for the tree.

· Flowers on the tree attract the attention of the pollinators.

· The fruit of the tree is the protective package for the seeds.

· Seeds contain a new plant that will grow into a tree if they are given the things they need to grow.

· A sprout is the first leaf of the new plant that comes out of the seed after the seed coat has opened.
Pre and Post Classroom Activities for The Giving Tree:

· Take a hike near school or home to find samples of leaves, seeds and bark for a sensory table.  Allow the children to use their senses to explore the tree parts along the walk.

· Plant a tree in the schoolyard or adopt a tree that already exists in the schoolyard.  Be sure the tree gets the things it needs over the course of the school year.

· Use leaves twigs and seeds in art projects such as wreaths, stencils, ornaments, pictures of animals and people made from collected materials, leaf rubbings, etc.

· Count the leaves on a small branch of a tree then estimate the number of branches and then the number of leaves on a tree.

· Count the rings on a log to determine the age of a tree.

· Take the children out under a tree in the autumn and have them watch the different ways that leaves fall from the tree.  Have them write a short story about the falling leaves or have them act out and move in the same way the leaves did.

· Measure tree shadows to determine which tree is the shortest and which is the tallest.

· Have each child bring an item from home that came from a tree and see how many different items you can collect.

· Visit the Arboretum at Boerner Botanical Gardens to discover the variety of trees that grow in our area.

· Collect and press leaves to use in gifts for family members such as stationary, bookmarks, placemats, etc.
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