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Grades 3 – 5

Prepared by Friends of Boerner Botanical Gardens

Autumn Leaves.   By Ken Robbins, Scholastic Press, 1998.  A primer on tree and leaf identification in a glorious portrait of nature’s most colorful season.

Look What I Did With a Leaf.  By Morteza E. Sohi, Walker & Company, 1993.  Use nature’s bounty to create fanciful scenes.  Field Guide and leaf life cycle information combines with craft ideas.

Lorax.  By Dr. Seuss, Random House, 1971.  A cautionary tale of greed and environmental destruction.  The loveable Lorax tries to save the Truffula Forest from the cantankerous once-ler.

Sketching Outdoors in Autumn.  By Jim Arnosky, Lothrop, Lee and Sheperd Books, 1988.  Encourage young artists and observers to “draw their thoughts” in the autumn landscape.

In the Forest.  By Jim Arnosky, Lothrop, Lee and Sheperd Books, 1989.  This portfolio of paintings is a little bit of forest you can hold!

Forest Life.   By Barbara Taylor, Dorling, Kindersley, 1993.  A close-up look at the natural world of a forest.

Once There was a Tree.  By Phyllis S. Bush, The World Publishing company, 1968.  An easy to read text and photographs tell the story of a tree, its life cycle and inhabitants.

Tree Trunk Traffic.  By Bianca Lavies, E.P. Dutton, 1989.  A good read aloud about a backyard maple’s action from morning tonight.

Dead Log Alive.  By Jo S. Kittinger, Franklin Watts, 1996.  When a fine old tree dies in a lightning strike it isn’t the end of it’s usefulness.

Birches.  By Robert Frost, illustrated by Ed Young, Henry Hold and Company, 1988.  A first picture book version of a memorable poem.

The Earth is Painted Green:  A Garden of Poems About Our Planet.  Edited By Barbara Brenner, Scholastic, Inc.  1994.  Celebrate our Green Planet with this collection of award-winning writers.

Starting with Nature:  The Tree Book.  By Pamela Hickman, Kids Can Press, 1999.

Learn about trees and tree watching.

Ancient Ones.  By Barbara Bash, Sierra Club Books for Children, 1994.  The on-going drama of the forest trees and the intricate web of life they support is captured in text and watercolors.

How Leaves Change.  By Sylvia A. Johnson, Lerner Publications Company, 1986.  This book explains the process that creates autumn colors.

The Tree Almanac.  By Monica Russo, Sterling Publishing Co. Inc., 1993.  The magic and wonder of trees is enjoyed in this year-round activity guide.

Science Project Ideas about Trees.  By Robert Gardner, Enslow Publishers, Inc. 1997.  Experiments in this informative book use simple, everyday materials.
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